
 

Honors Courses at Cedar Rapids Prep 
2026-27 School Year 

Overview 

At Cedar Rapids Prep, our mission is to empower students to invest, own, and drive their learning 

by prioritizing active learning and engagement. In service of this mission, we are committed to 

providing appropriate rigor for all students so that they are pushed to excel, regardless of their 

starting point. We provide access to advanced courses designed to prepare students for the rigor 

they will encounter in college-level courses so that they are set up not just to get into college, but 

to thrive while there. 

A hallmark of our school model is our STEM Honors programming; however, our advanced course 

options extend well beyond this track. Students may access advanced options in all core subjects 

while still in middle school. 

Honors Course Descriptions 

The descriptions below apply to our Honors-level courses that prepare students for college-level 

courses, including Advanced Placement (AP) and Dual Enrollment/Concurrent Enrollment courses 

that students may take for college credit while enrolled in Cedar Rapids Prep. 

Teachers of CRP Honors courses will communicate specific expectations for their courses, 

including grading categories, general work expectations, and available support. However, the 

following key points are required of all Cedar Rapids Prep Honors courses: 

●​ Deeper content exploration: In general courses, students may explore a topic broadly, 

while in Honors-level courses, students go much deeper into a particular topic and target 

deeper conceptual understanding. 

●​ Increased complexity of tasks: Students in Honors-level courses complete more analysis 

and application of skills to demonstrate complex thinking and thorough mastery. Projects 

and other assessments require students to demonstrate this complexity. 

●​ Pace: Honors-level courses typically move at an increased pace, covering more content in a 

shorter amount of time than a general college-prep course. 

●​ Workload: To prepare students for the expectations of college-level courses and to meet 

increased pacing demands, our Honors courses involve a heavier workload than general 

courses, both in class and for homework. 



 

Placement 

Students are selected for advanced courses based on multiple data points, which may include any 

of the following: 

●​ MAP/ACT scores 

●​ ISASP scores 

●​ Previous class grades 

●​ Lexile (reading level) 

●​ Teacher observations and recommendations 

●​ Advisor observations and recommendations 

●​ Student and family commitment 

No single data point confirms a student for Honors course placement. Students should 

demonstrate multiple points of readiness both to qualify for placement and to maintain their spot 

in an Honors course. 

More Information 

If you are interested in more information about advanced courses for your child, please contact 

your child's advisor. If your child is already enrolled in an advanced course and you would like more 

specific information, please contact the instructor directly. 
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